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Maura Murray Family To Hold

Accountability Event In Concord

N.H. Cold Case Unit Expands From One Part-Timer To Two Full-Time

Investigators
by Robert Blechl rblechl@caledonian-record.com Staff Writer Aug 5, 2025.
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Maura’s family and friends invite you to a candlelight vigil in her honor
on Sunday, February 9th, at 5:30 PM, at the Mountain Lakes Lodge in
Woodsville, NH. All supporters are welcome to attend as we come
together to raise awareness for Maura’s story.

If you cannot join us in person, we encourage you to participate in the
Virtual Unity Candlelight Vigil by lighting a candle in Maura’s honor at
7:30 PM EST on Sun, Feb 9th. Share a photo on social media using
#MauraMurray to show your support and help spread awareness.

The family of Maura Murray will hold a vigil on Feb. 9 in Woodsville to mark 21 years
since her disappearance. (Contributed image)
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The family of Maura Murray and others that belong to the New Hampshire
Coalition of Families of the Missing and Murdered will hold their annual call
for accountability and reform at the New Hampshire statehouse from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 15.

On Tuesday, the day of the coalition’s announcement, Julie Murray, older
sister of Maura, who went missing on the night of Feb. 9, 2004, in North
Haverhill and hasn’t been seen since, said she is hoping for public officials
to attend this year.

In a statement, the coalition said the gathering at the statehouse is to
“demand long-overdue action, transparency, and justice for more than 130
unsolved homicide and long-term missing persons cases across the
state.”

They call on the New Hampshire Attorney General’s Office and the state’s
Cold Case Unit to implement seven key reforms focused on
communication, accountability, and meaningful progress, and say that
families, to date, have reported meetings with state law enforcement
officials that lack transparency and meaningful updates.

“We demand a standardized policy requiring quarterly communication
from the Cold Case Unit regardless of case developments,” they said.

They push for measurable progress in cold cases, annual NHAG reports
detailing case progress, ensuring that tip follow-up protocols are enforced
and tips are tracked, expansion of modern investigative tools, fostering a
culture of partnership and not resistance from state officials, dedicated
resources for cold case resolution, and increased state funding and
staffing specifically for missing and murdered cases, including forensic
and digital experts.

The Aug. 15 gathering will feature remarks from family members,
advocates, and leaders calling for a more responsive and compassionate
approach to the cases.



“My family has waited 21 years for answers about Maura, and we’re not
alone — too many families have carried unbearable burdens while hearing
too little from investigators,” said Julie Murray. “It’s time to do better for
our loved ones and every family trapped in the ache of not knowing.”

The event is supported by national and regional organizations, including
the Gabby Petito Foundation and Light The Way Missing Persons
Advocacy Project.

Also on Tuesday, Gov. Kelly Ayotte and New Hampshire Attorney General
John Formella announced an expansion of the New Hampshire Cold Case
Unit, one that increases the number of New Hampshire Department of
Justice investigators assigned to the unit from one part-time position to
two full-time roles.

The expansion was made possible because of additional resources that
Ayotte proposed in her first biennial budget and that were adopted by the
Legislature.

“As a former murder prosecutor and Attorney General, | know how painful
it is for families when a case goes unsolved,” Ayotte said in a statement.
“This is about delivering justice, no matter how much time has passed.
That’s why | included expanding the Cold Case Unit in my budget. By
giving law enforcement the tools and support they need, we can pursue
these cases with the urgency and care they deserve. I’'m proud New
Hampshire is the safest state in the nation, and we intend to keep it that
way by continuing to invest in public safety.”

“This expansion strengthens our ability to focus even more New
Hampshire Department of Justice resources on the Granite State’s cold
cases,” said Formella. “By dedicating additional full-time investigators
within our Office, we reaffirm our commitment to victims, their families,
and the pursuit of justice, regardless of how much time has passed. We
are grateful to Governor Ayotte and the Legislature for including funding
for these additional resources in the latest biennial budget.”



The positions represent a substantial increase in the NHDOJ’s in-house
investigative contribution to the Cold Case Unit, which continues to
operate as a multi-agency effort involving dedicated counterparts at the
New Hampshire State Police, and in coordination with local, county, and
federal law enforcement partners, state officials said in the announcement.

The NHDOJ’s longtime deputy chief investigator, Todd Flanagan, has been
assigned a new full-time role dedicated exclusively to cold case
investigations.

Leading the Cold Case Unit is Senior Assistant Attorney General Chris
Knowles, a veteran prosecutor with extensive experience in complex
homicide cases. He is joined by Assistant Attorney General Rachel
Harrington, who has been a member of the Cold Case Unit since 2019.
With more than 20 years of prosecutorial experience in New Hampshire,
Harrington has played a key role in advancing and prosecuting some of
the state’s most difficult unresolved cases, said officials.

The NHDOJ defines a cold case homicide as one that is more than five
years old, remains unsolved, and is no longer actively investigated
because of limited leads or resources.

Anyone with information about a case is encouraged to contact the Cold
Case Unit at 603-271-2663 or submit a tip online at www.doj.nh.gov/
criminal/cold-case.

On Wednesday, Murray said she had a conference call with the coalition
on Tuesday evening about the Cold Case Unit expansion and they remain
cautiously optimistic about the additions.
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